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16th Annual Carlsbad Music Festival  
~Initial Artist Announcement~ 

Friday-Sunday, August 2-4, 2019 
  

"A celebration of stylistic diversity . . . a seemingly endless appetite for aural adventure." 
-San Diego Union-Tribune 

 
“One of the area’s most innovative music showcases.” 

-KPBS 
  
Carlsbad, CA -- Carlsbad Music Festival celebrates its 16th annual season of adventurous music 
by the beach on Friday-Sunday, August 2-4, 2019. The Festival’s programming is 
characteristically musically omnivorous with a wildly eclectic mix of dozens of musicians 
performing for thousands of attendees. Programming ranges from the most exciting new 
composition, to the hottest local indie-rock, to traditional music from cultures across the globe, to 
the wonderfully defiant of characterization, all presented with the same adventurous 
community-minded spirit. Schedule will be announced in July, see 
www.CarlsbadMusicFestival.org. 
  
New for 2019, all concerts at the Festival will be free (with a suggested donation), with the 
option of purchasing VIP passes. Perks for VIPs include VIP lounge access, reserved seating at 
indoor venues, free food and drinks, artist meet-and-greets and indoor restrooms (instead of 
portable toilets). VIP pre-sales are available now for around $230 and $200, with and without 
parking, respectively. 
 
The Festival will take place in both indoor and outdoor venues throughout the Village of 
Carlsbad, with the Festival Hub on the lawn at St. Michael’s by-the-Sea (2775 Carlsbad Blvd. 



92008). In addition there will be a craft beer garden, food trucks, artisan market, and a 
playground for the kids. 
 
Some highlights of this year’s programming are below. Dozens more will be announced later in 
June. 

● Andrew Norman -- “the leading American composer of his generation” (Los Angeles 
Times) is this year’s composer-in-residence whose music will be featured in a concert by 
cellist Eric Byers, violist Anne Leilehua Lanzilotti and more. 

● Very Be Careful -- Legendary Los Angeles cumbia band plays traditional 
accordion-based vallenato for modern audiences that makes for “top-grade organic 
dance music” (The Independent, London). 

● Mary Lattimore  -- the indie-harpist has collaborated with the likes of Kurt Vile and 
Thurston Moore and “in rather short order, Lattimore has become one of the country's 
most compelling soloists” (NPR). 

● Sarah Cahill -- “a sterling pianist and an intrepid illuminator of the classical avant-garde” 
(New York Times), San Francisco-based Cahill will perform multiple concerts of music by 
female composers including established masters and the next generation as part of her 
“Future is Female” program, as well as a program of music by Terry Riley including 
several pieces written for her. 

● Sam Gendel -- saxophonist, guitarist, singer, and studio-experimenter’s psychedelic 
creations conjure “a surprisingly breezy bit of avant-garde blowing” (Pitchfork). 

● Parker Meridien -- local indie-hip-hop with an experimental twist from the San Diego 
Music Award winners. 

● Diana Gameros -- San Francisco-based Mexican-American singer-songwriter-activist 
whose music is rooted in her immigrant experience. 

● Joshua White -- "Joshua has immense talent...I was impressed by his daring and 
courageous approach to improvisation on the cutting edge of innovation.” – Herbie 
Hancock. The San Diego-based jazz pianist perform a set of original compositions with 
his trio. 

● Matt McBane + Build -- festival founder, composer, and violinist Matt McBane returns 
with his instrumental band that straddles minimalist chamber music and instrumental 
post-rock. “Build has been attracting serious attention with its genre-traversing mix of 
chamber-music decorum, rootsy twang and pop-fueled drive” (Time Out New York). 

● Trouble in the Wind -- local favorites return fresh from releasing their EP “All the Boys,” 
with an Americana sound fronted by Robby Gira’s staggeringly powerful voice and 
framed by pedal steel, banjo and accordion.  

● Crew D'Etat -- a Carlsbad Music Festival tradition, rad(ical) New Orlean’s style brass 
band will lead a second-line march from the beach through the Village of Carlsbad. 

● Montalban Quintet -- a collective of musicians infused with post-punk, minimalism, jazz, 
and 50’s schmaltz. 

● Get Down Boys -- LA-based bluegrass band that has played across the country from 
the Hollywood Bowl to Nashville with Steve Martin. 



● The Red Fox Tails -- Carlsbad band channeling the sound of the surf, Latin vibes, a 
dash of Meters soul, Sun Ra explorations, 60s private eye jazz, and psychedelic rock.  

● Anne Leilehua Lanzilotti -- a "leading composer-performer" (New York Times) 
dedicated to the music of our time who will present a concert of new works for viola and 
electronics. 

  
### 

  
About Carlsbad Music Festival 
Carlsbad Music Festival is a 501(c)(3) organization that aims to engage and inspire local, 
national, and international communities of composers, performers, creators, and concert-goers 
through world-class performances of adventurous music. CMF is committed to premiering new 
works, programming fresh and compelling music, and providing professional opportunities for 
established and emerging performers. Founded in 2004 by composer Matt McBane, CMF 
strives to enhance Carlsbad, California, as a cultural center, engaging diverse audiences and 
providing wide accessibility by integrating events within community spaces.  
www.CarlsbadMusicFestival.org 
  

 
  
 


